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Vor. XX 


Tue Councit MEETING. 


We publish this week a full report of last 
Council meeting, which makes lively and interest- 
ing reading. 

No comment on it is required, but we cannot 
help noting that the Privy Council has approved the 
Bill with two alterations. 
time and more notice before removing a man’s 
name from the Register, and they reject the sentence 
preventing anyone ‘‘acting” as a veterinary sur- 
veon. Their suggestion is a kindly amendment 
which will arouse no regrets, and their rejection is 
only what most of us expected. The first amend- 
iment will disarm the opposition of all reasonable 
practitioners; the second will leave nothing for 
agriculturists and stock-owners to fear. 

We should have preferred the whole Bill, but the 
amended one will enable the veterinary profession 
to hasten its progress and protect its interests. 


INTERNATIONAL 
VETERINARY CONGRESS, 1909. 


A meeting was held on Friday, the LOth January, 
at 10 Red Lion Square, iu response to an invitation 
issued by Sir John M’Fadyean, President of the 
R.C.V.S., for the purpose of forming a National 
Committee for the International Veterinary Con- 
gress to be held at the Hague in September, 1909. 

The following gentlemen were present :— 

Profs. Sir John M’Fadyean, J.R.U. Dewar, 
A. E. Mettam, and W.O. Williams, Messrs. J. 
Abson, G. A. Banham, J. J. Bell, J. Dunstan, 
J.C Dwyer, J. Fraser, F. W. Garnett, W. Hunting, 
5. Locke, J. Mackinder, J. Maleolm, J. McKinna, 
\.W Mason, W.J. Mulvey, TT. M. Parker, R. 
Roberts, W. Shipley, J. F.Simpson, 8. Stockman, 
R.C. Trigger, G. Wartnaby, F. W. Wragg. 

Sik Jonny M’Fapygan explained that he had 
called the meeting as a Member of the Permauent 
Commission which had been formed for the purpose 
of making itself a connecting link between successive 
International Veterinary Congresses. He was 
desired by the Commission to ascertain the feelings 
of his colleagues in this country with regard toa 
number of questions, especially with regard to the 
subjects that members of the profession in this 
country considered suitable for discussion at the 
Pr Congress to be held at the Hague in September 
— He was of opinion that the most important 

ung that a Committee appointed in this country 
Would have to charge itself with would be to en- 

favour to persuade as many members of the pro- 


They suggest a longer 


fession as possible to join the next International 
Congress and to attend at the Hague. It was 
greatly to be desired that the profession in this 
country should be more largely represented at the 
next and at future congresses than it bad been in 
the past, for compared with the representation from 
other European countries this country did not figure 
in the way it ought at past congresses. There was 
a special reason why the profession should be well 
represented at the Hague Congress, because it was 
probable that London would be selected as the place 
of meeting of the following one. He suggested that 
possibly the best plan would he that the members 
present should be constituted a committee in con- 
nection with the Hague Congress. 

Mr. Anson then proposed that the members pre- 
sent be constituted a National Committee for the 
International Veterinary Congress at the Hague, 
with power to add to its number. Professcr Dewar 
seconded, and the resolution was carried. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean explained that the date of 
the congress was fixed for the week, 11th to 18t') 
September, 1909, and that there would be General 
Meetings held daily in the forenoon, at which all 
the members of the Congress would be expected to 
attend. In addition there would be Sectional Meet- 
ings for special subjects in the afternoon. Reports 
would be issued in three languages, English, French 
and German, and these languages together with 
Dutch, would be the official languages used. 

Prof. Wrix1ams pointed out that at such con- 
gresses it was the custom for interpreters to be pre- 
sent who translated the gist of the speeches for those 
members who did not understand the language 
spoken. 

Mr. Simpson proposed that ail the Veterinary 
Medical Associations should be written to with a 
view of obtaining their sympathy and help, and the 
nomination of delegates from their societies, 

Mr. Dunstan in seconding remarked that he had 
no doubt the Presidents of the Local Societies would 
he able to give very material help in bringing this 
matter before the members of the societies, and en- 
couraging their attendance at the congress. 

The resolution was put and carried. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyran stated that it would be 
necessary later on to invite the names of persons 
who intend to become members of the Congress, 
and the Committee would have the duty of finding 
out convenient routes of travel, cost, hotels ete. 
For this purpose it would be necessary to elect a 
Chairman and Secretary. 

Mr. McKryna said, the Committee could not do 
better than appoint Sir John M’Fadyean to be their 
Chairman. Mr. Banham seconded, and the motion 


was carried unanimously. 
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Mr. Frep Buttock was appointed Hon. Secre- 
tary to the Committee, and the following gentlemen 
were elected to act as an Executive Committee :— 

The Chairman, Profs. Dewar, Mettam, and 
Williams, Messrs. Banham, Fraser, Hunting, 
Malcolm, Simpson, Stockman. 

FrepD Buttock, Hon. Secretary. 


Royal College ot 
Ueterinarp Surgeons.* 


QUARTERLY MEETING. 


A quarterly meeting of Council was held at the Col- 
lege, 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Fridzy, 
April 10th, 1908, the President, Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
occupying the chair. The following members were pre- 
sent :—Major-General Thomson, C.B., Col. Duck, C.B. 
Professors Dewar, Mettam, Shave, Williams ; Messrs. 
Abson, Banham, Burt, Carter, Dollar, Fraser, Garnett, 
Hunter, Lawson, Locke, Mason, McI. McCall, McKinna, 
Mulvey, Shipley, Simpson, Stockman, Sumner, Trigger, 
Villar, Wragg. Mr. G. Thatcher (solicitor), and Mr. F. 
Bullock (secretary). 

The minutes of the last meeting having been taken as 
read and entirmed, it was announced that apologies 
for non-attendance had been received from Prof. McCall, 
and Messrs. Barrett, Bower, and Wharam. 


OBITUARY. 


The Secretary read the obituary list. 

Mr. Motvey: The name of Colonel Nunn is amongst 
those who have recently passed from amongst us. He 
acted for some years as a member of the Examining 
Board ; he was a man distinguished in the profession, 
and I think it would be right if this Council passed a 
— of condolence with his family on hisdeath. I move 
that. 

Major-Gen. THoMSON seconded the motion, which was 
carried upstanding. 

The SecRETARY read the names of the members who 
had been admitted since December as follows :— 

London: Messrs. E. H. Brogan, C. M. Barton, W. F. L. 
Bright, L. B. Cole, L. A. F. Dawson, R. Gooderidge, 
H. M. Holland, B. A. Jarvis, J. H. G. Jerrom, W. 
Jones, H. Morphew, A. E. Roberts, D. H. Rylands, 
T. W. Smith, G.S:ade, G. Tillyard, H. W. Townson, 
A. E. Webber, J.S. Young, G. Yates. 

Liverpool : Messrs. W. D. Allan, C. 8. Elphiek, R. L. 
C. Forrest, G. T. Henderson, J. Lvle, R. H. Oddy. 

Glasgow: Messrs. A Jackson, E Meikle, and J. Hill. 

Edinburgh: Messrs. W. 8. Clark, Thos. Clyde, W. A. 
Donghty, H. S. A. Dunn, W. T. Thomson. 

Dublin: Messrs. W. C. Barry, H. C. Ballesty, F. S. 
Ringwood, T. D. S. Taylor. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read letters from Mr. J. G. Ruther- 
ford, the Veterinary Director-General and Livestock 
Commissioner of Ottawa, Canada, sincerely thanking 
the Council for the great honour they had conferred 
npon him by electing him an Honorary Associate of the 
College. He regretted to state that a small error had 
been made in the filling in of his name on the diploma, 
his middle name being Gunion, and on the diploma it 
was written George. He subsequently forwarded the 
diploma for rectification of the error. 

he Council unanimously authorised the destruction 
of the old diploma and the sending of a corrected one to 
Mr. Rutherford. 


* The copyright of this report is registered. 


The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Thatcher deal- 
ing with the question of the investment of the Fitz. 
Wygram Prize Fund, and on the motion of Mr. Wragg, 
seconded by Mr. Mulvey, it was resolved that the Chair. 
man be authorised to send a request to the official 
trustees of the Charitable Funds fer the remittance of 
dividends. 

It was also announced that a letter had been received 
from the Royal Institute of Public Health asking the 
Council to appoint a delegate to represent the College 
at the next Congress to be held at Buxton from Jnly 
18th to July 24th, 1908. 

It was unanimously agreed that the College should be 
represented by the President for the time being or his 
nominee, and the same sum as heretofore be allowed the 
delegate for his expenses and that the usual subscription 
be paid to the Congress. 


CONSIDERATION OF SCHEMES FOR RESERVE OF 
OFFICERS AND TERRITORIAL ARMY. 


The PrestpENT: The Council will remember that 
these schemes were explained to us at the last meeting 
by Major-General Smith, and that there was not then 
time to consider them. I think it was in the nature of 
an omission that someone did not move that the schemes 
should be referred to a Committee. (Hear, hear.) The 
question is whether the Council is prepared to move any 
resolution for transmission to the War Office or not. 

Mr. Mutvey: [ think it is very desirable that this 
should be remitted toa Committee for consideration. | 
doubt very much whether it is known to the profession 
that considerable alteration has taken place in the 
Veterinary Department durmg the last few years. 

The PrREsIDENT: Do you not think it would be as well 
that we should discuss this in Committee ? 

Mr. Mutvey: Yes. Then I simply move that the 
consideration of the subject be relegated to a Committee 
for consideration and report. 

The PrestpENr : The Council might now resolve itself 
into a committee. 

Mr. Moutvey : Would you discuss it now ? 

The PrestpENT : To some extent. 

Mr. Mutvey: Then I move that the Council resolve 
itself into committee for the discussion of this subject. 

Mr. Stmpson: I second that. I need not enter into 
my reasons, but I can assure the Council that there are 
sufficient reasons for the course which Mr. Mulvey has 
proposed, and which I second. 

The resolution that the Council resolve itself into 
committee was then carried unanimously, and the 
reporters withdrew while the matter was discussed 1 
camera. 

On the readmission of the reporters, 

Mr. Mutvey said : I move that the consideration 0! 
the scheme for the Reserve of Officers and Territorial 
Army as explained by Major-General Smith at the last 
meeting, be referred toa committee. The names of the 
gentlemen that I propose for the Committee are Major- 
Gen. Thomson, Prof. Williams, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Mason, 
Col. Duck, Mr. Stockman and myself. 

Mr. Stmpson : I second that. 

Mr. Stockman : it would give mea much freer hand 
if I were left out. 

Mr Carter: If I am in order I should like to pre- 
pose the addition of Prof. McCall’s name. He has ha’ 
twenty vears experience in the Army asan Army Veter! 
nary Officer. 

I have much pleasure in seconding 
that. 

Mr. Mutvey: I am perfectly willing to accept the 
nomination, the only thing is whether he being connect: 
ed officially with the Department of Agriculture, the 
same objection would not arise with him as with Vr 
Stockman. 
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After a short consultation with Mr. Stockman, Mr. 
McCall intimated that he was quite agreeable to serve 
on the Committee. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 

The PRESIDENT : Is this Committee authorised to re- 

rt to the War Office or is it to report to the Council ? 
(“To the Council ”) because it is quite possible it means 
my having to convene a special meeting of Council. 

Mr. Lawson: I think the whole of the Council 
should have been on this Committee. because everybody 
is interested in the question. It is the most important 
thing we have had under discussion for many years. 
Everyone is interested in it. 

The PResIDENT : The understanding is that the Com- 
mittee just appointed shall report to the Council ? 
—Agreed to. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


The SECRETARY announced that the following pre- 
senntations to the Library had been made since the last 
meeting :—Cualendar of the Pharmaceutical Society ot 
Great Britain, 1908; Registers of Pharmaceutical 
Chemists, and Chemists and Druggists, 1908 ; Calendar 
of the College of Preceptors, 1908; Report of the Veteri- 
nary Surgeon to the Corporatiun of the City of Glasgow 
on “The Copenhagen Milk Supply”; Report of the 
Imperial Bacteriologist, 1906-7; Aevue de Pathologie 
Comparée, Nov., Dec., 1907, Feb., 1908 ; 
Report of the Royal Agricultural Society of Eng- 
land on “Tuberculosis in Cattle,” Nov. 6th, 1907; 
The Journal of the Bourd of Agriculture, Feb. and 
March, 1008 ; Pamphlets trom the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries; Zhe Rhodesian Agricultural Journal, 
Dee., 1907, and Feb., 1908; The Veterinary Journal, 
The Veterinary News, and The Veterinary Record tor 
the quarter ; /he Jowrnal of Comparative Pathology 
and Therapeutics, March, 1908 ; 7'he Journal of 7'ropi- 
ca! Veterinary Science, Voi. 11, No. 1, 1908; Memorial 
addresses delivered on the occasion of the unveiling of 
the Monument erected to the memory of Mons. Edmund 
Nocard, presented by Prof. W. OU. Williams ; “ ‘Ihe Art 
of Horse-shoeing,” by William Hunting, F.R.C.V.S. 

On the motion of Mr. Wragg h hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded to the several donors. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mason read the Report of a meeting of the 
Finance Committee held on April 10th, which stated 
that the Secretary reported he had received a communi- 
cation from the Surveyor of Taxes stating that in the 
case of the premises at 10 Red Lion Square, no deduc- 
tion could be made trom the property tax under 
_— and Inland Revenue Act, 1878, Section 

The Treasurer submitted his quarterly financial 
statement which was approved, and he was authorised 
to draw cheques for the monthly salaries, examiners’ 
fees and expenses, examination expenses, May, 1908, 
insurance, petty cash, and Parliamentary Bills. ‘Tbe 

cretary was instructed to make arrangements for 
the dividends received on account of the Williams 
Memorial to be paid to the College bankers, and he was 
also authorised to effect insurance of the mace and chain 
of office against all risks of burglary at a premiuin of 

5/- perannum. It was also resolved that the remunera- 
tion of the housekeeper be increased to £25 per annum, 
a8 from the 1st April, 1908. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. Me- 
Kinna, the report was adopted. 


REGISTRATION CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of a meeting of the 
; gistration Committee held on Apri! 9th, which stated 
at a letter was received frum the Solicitur with regard 


& case; and it was resolved that the Council be. reply to the Privy 


recommended to take full responsibility of the unpaid 
account, relying on Sub-section 2 of Section 17 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act. A letter from a member was 
received stating that he had changed his name, and a 
c py of an advertisment issued by him was also re- 
ceived. It was resolved that the member be asked for 
an explanation as to the change of name, and with re- 
gard to the advertisment that he be informed that the 
Council viewed the practice with disfavour, and re- 
quested its discontinuance. Copies of labels offered for 
the use of members of the profe sion by an assurance 
association were received, and the Secretary was in- 
structed to write to members who had accepted such 
labels pointing out that, in the opinion of the Commit- 
tee, the practice was contrary to professions] etiquette. A 
copy of an advertisement of veterinary medicines, in 
which were included testimonials from veterinary sur- 
geons, was received ; and the Secretary was instructed 
to write to the members named stating that this practice 
was viewed with disfavour by the Council, and appeal- 
ing tothem to use their best endeavours to have it dis- 
continued. Certain other correspondence was read, and 
the Secretary was instructed with regard to the replies 
to be sent. Applications were received from, or on 
behalf of, three gentlemen for registration as existing 
practitioners under the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, 
and the Secretary was instructed to reply that the Coun- 
cil had no power to accede to the applications, and that 
a copy of the 1881 Act be supplied to each of the peti- 
tioners. An application was received from a gentleman 
for registration as a Colonial practitioner in virtue of 
his diplonsa from the Ontario Veterinary College. It 
was resolved that the Council was unable to recognise 
the diploma of the Ontario Veterinary College as entit- 
ling the holder to be registered as a Colonial practitioner 
under the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. The Secre- 
tary reported that the prosecution in Collinson’s case 
had been dismissed by the magistrates, and that, with 
the consent of the President, he had appealed, and that 
the appeal had been heard before the King’s Bench 
Division and allowed. The case was theretore remitted 
tothe magistrates. The Solicitor was instructed to send 
cautionary notices in several cases, and to prosecute if 
an undertaking was not received within fourteen days ; 
certain cases were dismissed in the absence of sufficient 
evidence ; undertakings received in others, and various 
other actions were also ordered in other cases, 

On the motion of Mr. Fraser, seconded by Mr. 
Mulvey, the report was received and en and 
authorisation given for the Seal of the College to be 
affixed to the prosecutions. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. MuLvey read the report of a meeting of the 
Examination Committee held on April 9th, which stated 
that two certificates were examined and duly accepted, 
but in another case the student was instructed to be in- 
formed that his educational certificate did not satisfy 

resent regulations. 
“or the ah of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by General 
Thomson, the report was received and adopted. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


The SECRETARY read the report of a meeting of the 
Parliamentary Committee held on, April 9th, which 
stated that the minutes of the previous meeting were 
confirmed, The following reports of the Arnual Regis- 
tration Fee Sub-committee were read and —— — 

At a meeting of the Annual Registration Fee Com- 


ittee held on January 30th, 1908, with regard to the 
amended Bill, a copy of the Petition against the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons Act Amendment Bill submitted by Mr. 
J. A. W. Dollar was read and considered, and it was 
resolved “That the Solicitor be requested to draw up & 
Council in accordance with the sug- 
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gestions made by the Committee, and to submit the 
same to the President and Chairman before transmit: 
ting it to the Privy Council. 

The following is a copy of the petition and the reply 
thereto : 


Veterinary Establishment, 
56 New Bond Strzet, W. 


To the Lord President and Members of His Majesty’s 
Most Honourable Privy Council. 


Your Lordships’ petitioner, John Archibald Watt 
Dollar, a member of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and a past President thereof, 
humbly prayeth your Lordships’ gracious consideration 
of this his petition. 

Whereas the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
has submitted to your Lordships a proposed draft Bill 
in extension and amendment of the Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Acts of 1881 and 1900 respectively and whereas by the 
said proposed draft Bill it is desired to impose on Veterin- 
ary Surgeons an annual registration fee of one guinea, 
such fee to be recoverable from all existing practitioners 
in Great Britain and Ireland as from the passing of the 
proposed Bill and Whereas to enforce the payment of 
the said fee of one guinea it is proposed to omit from the 
Register of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
the name of any person failing to pay such fee or, in 
common parlance, to “strike the said person’s name from 
the Rolls” and Whereas no provisicn is made in the said 
Bill for the restoration to the Register of any such per- 
son’s name, even on his tendering the amount dne with 
any arrears Now your petitioner humbly submitteth to 

our Lordships that a large number of members of the 
yal College of Veterinary Surgeons are wholly opposed 
to the imposition of an Annual Registration fee: that 
those signifying their assent do not in numbers amount 
to one half of the total number of members on the Regis- 
ter: that many members, who approve the said fee, con- 
sider it should not apply to existing members of the 
veterinary profession but only to those entering the pro- 
fession on and after a date to be fixed and that no 
sufficient time has been afforded the veterinary profess- 
ion for consideration and discussion of the tneasure : 
In regard to the second point your petitioner humbly 
submitteth that to attempt to enforce the payment of one 
guinea by striking a Veterinary Surgeon “ off the Rolls ” 
is a harsh and unjustifiable measure as it deprives the 
said Veterinary Surgeon of all his professional rights 
and renders him liable to prosecution and to a penalt 
of £20 for every occasion on which he exercises his call- 
ing and its practice if enforced would be in the nature 
of an abuse of the process of His Majesty’s Courts inas- 
much as it would be depriving the offender of his sole 
means of livelihood in order to enforce what should bea 
mere civil debt ; this would, your Lordships’ petitioner 
submits, be against public policy and, owing to the sym- 
pathy aroused for the debtor and the difficulty of obtain- 
Ing evidence to convict, would, in practice, prove less 
efficient than an ordinary civil action : 

In regard to the third point your petitioner humbly 
submitteth to your Lerdships that unless a clause be 
inserted in the proposed Bill rendering it obligatory on 
the Registrar of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons on receipt of any fee due, together with arrears, 
to restore to the Register the name of the person former- 
ly omitted, such person might, without violating the 
clauses of the proposed Bill, be deprived of his profess- 
ional rights forever: lastly your petitioner very humbly 
begs your Lordships’ permission to be heard before the 
assent of your Lordships is given to the proposed Bill in 
its present form. 

And your Lordships’ petitioner will ever pray. 


Jno. A. W. Dotuar. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, Holborn. 
7th February, 1908. 
Sir, 
Veterinary Surgeons Act 1881 Amendment Bill. 

l beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 13th ultimo enclosing a copy of an undated peti- 
tion presented by Mr. John Archibald Watt Dollar 
against Clause 3 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 188] 
Amendment Bill subniitted to their lordships for con- 
sideration and support, and I am desired by the Council 
of the College to answer Mr. Dollar’s objections. Mr. 
Dollar’s first objection is “ that a large number of mem- 
bers of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons are 
wholly opposed to the iwpesition of an annual registra- 
tion fee ; that those signifying their assent do nut in 
numbers amount to one-half of the total number of 
members on the Register.” Ln answer thereto, although 
the proposal to institute an annual registration fee was 
first made four years ago and it has been before the pro- 
fession in acute form for the last two years, the Council 
decided to take no action until the whole of the profess- 
ion had been consulted. A circular letter was addressed 
to every member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons briefly explaining the proposal to institute an 
annual registration fee, and requesting an answer stating 
whether in favour «of the fee or not. There are 3,385 
names on the Register at the present time. The nuw- 
ber of answers received up to the present time are 1,729, 
out of which 1,288 are in full assent to the fee, 55 give 
qualified assents, and only 386 dissent; this is the 
highest number of votes ever recorded on any subject. 
As this notice was sent ont as, long ago as Septeniber 
last, the Council submit that it is fair to assume that 
all persons intending to dissent would by this time have 
sent in notice, and that those who have not done so may 
fairly be taken to assent to the Bill, or at least not te 
object to it. There are Societies or Associations o! 
Members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
throughout the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland whose members meet for the purpose of dis- 
cussing tnatters of professional interest. To each oue 
of these a letter was sent asking for an expression of 
opinion on the proposed annual fee with the following 
results : The Central V.M.S., the Irish V.M.A., the Lan- 
cashire V.M.A., the Liverpool University V.M.S., the 
Midland Counties V.M.A., the North of England 
V.M.A., the North of Ireland V.M.A., the Roya] Coun- 
ties V.M.A., the Southern Counties V.S., the South 
Durham and North Yorkshire V.M.A., the Western 
Counties V.M.A., and the Yorkshire V.A., all sent 
favourable replied. The West of Scotland V.M.A. alse 
approved on condition no penalty was attached to non- 
payment of the proposed annual fee, and the Scottish 
Metropolitan V.M.S. and North of Scotland V.M.S. de- 
clined to vote in favour untila more cowplete statement 
had been received. It should be mentioned that a full 

rint of the Billas supplied to their lordships was pub- 
ished in the professional journals about fonr months 
ago. It should be noted also that although Mr. Dollar 
claims that a large number of members object, yet that 
his petition is only signed by himself, and no other 
petition against the Bill has been presented. With re- 
gard to his objection that the registration fee should 
not apply to existing members of the veterinary pro 
fession, but only to future members, that objection s° 
far as the opinion of the profession is concerned Is 
answered in the same way as the preceding objection. 
It will be noted that the fee is only intended to apply 
to members of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur 
geons and that gentlemen registered as “ existing pra” 
titioners” under Section 15 of the Principal Act are 
specially excluded from payment. With regard to the 
objection that the non-payment of one guinea woul 
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subject the defaulting member to being struck off the 
Register, it has been the practice of the College fora 
long time since to restore the names of members who 
have been struck off under Section 5, Sub-section 4 of 
the existing Act, upon a reasonable explanation and the 
payment of a small fee, and there is no doubt that this 
practice would still be followed; and the same remarks 
apply to Mr. Dollar’s third point. The Conncil cannot 
but express disapprobation of the course Mr, Dollar has 
taken. Although he is a Member of Council he did not 
attenda single meeting of Council during the year 1907, 
when the question of this Bill was brought forward 
more than once, and he had notice of such meetings con- 
taining agenda in which it was shown that the Bill 
would be considered, nor did he send any communica- 
tion on the subject. The tinal draft of the Bill was 
approved at a Council meeting in October last, when it 
was read at the meeting, after being settled in Com- 
mittee, was passed after some diseussion, but although, 
as stated, Mr. Dollar had notice of such meeting he did 
not attend. The Bill was afterwards fully published in 
the professional journals, but again provoked no com- 
ment from Mr. Dollar. Mr. Dollar was present at the 
Council meeting on 10th January, 1908, when again a 
report was brought up from that Committee having 
charge of the Bill but he made no observation on the 
subject, and it was not until afterwards that he sent in 
his protest against it. The Convcil consider that the 
petition is vexatious and ont of time, and they respect- 
fully ask that it be disregarded..-I am, sir, your 
obedient servant, 
BuLLock, Secretary.” 


Ata meeting held on April 9th, the minntes of the 
meeting held on January 30th were read, together with 
a copy of Mr. Dollar’s petition to the Privy Council, and 
the reply thereto, and it was unanimously resolved that 
the minutes and the reply be approved and confirmed 
A second petition submitted by Mr. Dollar was read, 
together with the reply sent thereto, which was ap- 
proved and confirmed. The Petition and reply are as 
follows :— 

Veterinary Establishment, 
+6 New Bond Street, W. 


To the Lord President and Members of His Majesty’s 
most honourable Privy Council. 


Your Lordship’s petitioner, John Archibald Watt 
Dollar, most hnmbly prayeth your Lordships’ gracious 
consideration of this his petition in supplement of a 
petition bearing date of 13th January, 1908 : 

Whereas the Royal College ef Veterinary Surgeons 
has submitted to your Lordships a proposed draft Bill 
in extension and amendment of the Veterinary Surgeons 
\cts of 1881 and 1900 respectively And Whereas by 
Section 3 Subsection 1 of the said Bill the Registrar of 
the said College is charged to cause to be printed in 
the Register of the said Royal College the names of the 
members who in any given year have paid the proposed 
annual registration fee And Whereas the said sub- 
‘ection clearly distinguishes between “the Register” 
and “ copies of the Register” And Whereas by Section 
3 Sub-section 2 any member who has not paid such pro- 
posed fee before the 30th January in any given year 
shall cease to be on the Register and be liable to the 
penalties and be under the disabilities declared in and 
by Section 4 of the proposed Bill And Whereas under 
the proposed bill the Registrar of the Royal College is 
under no obligation to send more than one notice re- 
niring payment of the proposed annual registration 
lee, and is not required to register this one notice or 
to take any special precaution that it shall reach the 
person to whom it is addressed and is not even required 
to send it in a sealed envelope but may forward it in an 


open envelope or on a post-card And Whereas many 
veterinary surgeons are engaged in performing import- 
ant public duties, in His Majesty’s Army, under the 
Contagious Diseases Animals’ Act, under various Public 
Health Acts, in the inspection of animals arriving from 
abroad, in public abattoirs and in many other respon- 
sible positions | Now your lordships’ petitioner very 
respectfully suomits for the consideration of your lord- 
ships that the Register as detined by the Bill is a printed 
book and that if any member of the Royal College 
should be “struck off” that Register for failure to pay 
the annual registration fee on or before the 30th January 
in any given year great difticulty and inconvenience 
would be felt in restoring his name, quite apart from 
the failure of the proposed Bill to mend for restoration 
on payment and solely due to the Register being printed 
—in fact that to restore a name the Register must be 
reprinced ; that inasmuch as removal from the Register 
eccurs on the 30th January in any one year, but the 
printing of the new Register 1s deferred toa date “ sub- 
sequent to the 3ist January” any person failing to pay 
must for an undefined time be off the Register and 
under the penalties and disabilities declared by the Bill 
notwithstanding he may have tendered payment mean- 
while ; that should any public veterinary ofticial fail to 
receive the Registrar’s notice or overlook payment the 
public service might very seriously suffer and the 
ofticial might legally be dismissed inasmuch as he would, 
for the time being, no longer be a veterinary surgeon 
and could not legally act as such. And Whereas Sec- 
tion 4 Sub-section 2 sets forth, /vfer alia, that “any 
person, other than a person ...... who has been 
registered as an existing practitioner under Section 15 
of the Principal Act takes or uses the title of veterinary 
surgeon or veterinary practitioner... . . shall be liable 
to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds.” Now your 
lordships’ petitioner humbly submits that the saic 
clause specially exempts existing practitioners who may 
hereafter be struck off the rolls from any further 
punishment whatever and would allow such a person 
to continue representing himself as a veterinary sur- 
geon and acting as a veterinory surgeon for fee or 
reward without the Royal College having any redress 
whatever ; infact that the words express precisely the 
opposite of what the veterinary profession desires and 
what, with submission, the Royal College endeavoured 
to express. And Whereas Section 4 Sub-section 2 pro- 
poses to submit to penalties any person who “acts” for 
fee or reward as a veterinary surgeon — Now your lord- 
ships’ petitioner very respectfully submits that such 
powers have repeatedly been sought both by the medi- 
cal and dental professions but have uniformly been re- 
fused by His Majesty’s advisers. And Whereas under 
the Veterinary Surgeons’ Acts of 1881 and 1900a member 
of the Disciplinary Committee appointed to enquire 
into offences “disgraceful in a professional ap eel 
may himself be the originator or supporter of a charge 
against the Member of the Royal College regarding 
whose case he is called upon to adjudicate And 
Whereas the Disciplinary Committee as a whole may 
and often does originate proceedings against a member 
on whose action it is afterwards to sit in judgment 
And whereas nnder the above Acts the decision of the 
said Committee is to be final as to the facts so that in 
any appeal to your lordships the facts of the case can- 
not again be reviewed And Whereas there is no safe- 
guard that the members of the said Committee shall 
have any legal train ng or special knowledge of the law 
of evidence and in fact rarely or never have sneh train 

ing or knowledge And Whereas there is no safeguard 
that the members of the Committee shall even be free 
of prejudice against the member to be tried and such 
member has not the right to challenge any member of 
the Committee whom he has reason to believe may be 
so prejudiced And Whereas the accused in such a trial 
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has no power under the above Acts to demand a public 
trial or cross-examine his accuser or even to know his 
name Now your lordships petitioner most humbly 
begs that in any Bill sanctioned by your lordships now 
or hereafter such clauses as appear wise and expedient 
to your lordships may be inserted to remedy the above 
evils and especially that your lordships may retain the 
power of reviewing the facts notwithstanding anything 
in the Veterinary Surgeons Acts of 1881 and 1900 to the 
contrary. Lastly your lordships’ petitioner very re- 
respectfully submits that on the Ist February of the 
present year he issued to the veterinary profession an 
2 and voting card in the form annexed with the 
object of obtaining an expression of opinion in regard 
to the proposed Bill, and that although only two days 
have elapsed since that time he has received 562 replies 
entirely against the Bill and all the other projects, 8 
replies against the Bill but for certain of the other pro- 
jects and 57 replies in favour of all the projects. So 
far therefore as the veterinary profession *. expressed 
its feeling in the two days available 90 per cent. of the 
members are against the Bill and against the other pro- 
jects mentioned on the voting card. Your lordships 
petitioner uery humbly submits that these figures are 
clearly indicative of the feeling of the veterinary pro- 
fession towards the proposed Bill and the other ques- 
tions submitted and begs that as the canvass progresses 
he may be permitted to bring under your lordships’ 
notice the results of the voting. And your lordships 
petitioner will every pray. 


Jno. A. W, DoLiar. 
February 4th, 1908. 


[ Copy of post card issued by Mr. J. A. W. Do!lar.] 
“Do you APPROVE 
1. of the Bill as it stands ? 
2. of members being struck off the Rolls for failing 
to pay a yearly Registration fee ? 
3. of a yearly Registration fee being imposed on all 
existing Members of the R.C.V.S. ? 
4. of a yearly Registration fee being imposed only 
on new members joining the profession ? 
of the Registration Committee acting as prosecutor 
and judge when dealing with Members of the 
R.C.V.S.? 
Signature, 
Address, 
Febrnary 1908. 


14th February, 1908. 


Parliamentary. 
Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment Bill. 


I am authorised by the Council to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 6th inst, enclosing a 
copy of the further Petition of Mr. John Archibald Watt 
Dollar, and in connection therewith I am to submit to 
you the following observations. In the first place the 
Council do not admit the allegations suggested in the 
recitals in Mr. Dollar’s further Petition, and on that 
subject would refer to the Acts and Charters themsel ves, 
In reference to Mr. Dollar’s statement that the Register 
as detined by the Bill is a printed book, the Council 
submit that that is an incorrect description. ‘The 
Register is a book kept by the Registrar, and he issues 
copies thereof every year made up to a certain date in 
accordance with Section 3 Sub-section 2 of the Principal 
Act. It is the Register itself upon which members’ 
names are placed or removed, and this takes place im- 
mediately a member is admitted or removed or re- 
adinitted, and there is no waiting for one year as Mr. 
Dollar suggests. Any member whose name is removed 
while one copy of the Register is in force, and whose 
name is restored after the next year’s copy is issued, 


Sir, 


could obtain from the Registrar a certificate under 
Section 9 of the Principal Act, which would be evidence 
that such person’s name was on the Register. The 
Council do not agree with Mr. Dollar’s reading of See- 
tion 4 Sub-section 2 of the proposed Bill, but if in the 
opinion of the Privy Council the Clause would be 
clearer by using the words “who is on the Register of 
Existing Practitioners,” instead of the words “ who 
has been unon the Register as an Existing Practi 
tioner,” the Council are quite willing that such 
amendment should be made. Section 2 of the pro. 
posed Bill would expressly bring Existing Practi- 
tioners under the bye-laws. The Council are anxions 
that the latter part of Section 4 Sub-section 2 objected 
to by Mr. Dollar should remain, inasmuch as it has 
been found that many unqualified persons are practising 
veterinary surgery, although they are extremely careful 
not to use any such title as would imply that they are 
so doing so as to bring them within Section 17 of tie 
Principal Act, and by these means the public are misled, 
and at the same time a great deal of injury is done tu 
animals through the ignorance of such persons. It is 
to meet this difficulty that this Clause is asked for. The 
Council are of opinion that it would be inexpedient to 


curtail the powers of the Disciplinary Committee as . 


defined by Section 8 Sub-section 1 of the Principal Act, 
which up to the present time have proved on the whole 
beneficial to the profession. The Council deny Mr. 
Dollar’s innuendo that pereons on the Committee have 
used their powers in prejudice of other members, on the 
contrary it has been the practice that where any accusa- 
tion has been brought by any member of Council against 
any person, the accuser has abstained from taking any 
part in the deliberations or decision of the Committee 
or Council on the subject ; Bye-law 117 is clear on this 
point, and is as follows :—- 


“117. That no member of the Registration Committee 
or the Council, who shall have made complaint to the 
said Committee or Cenncil, of a Member or Fellow 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeors having 
been guilty of conduct disgraceful to him in a pro 
fessional respect, shall vote on the motion to remove 
from the Register the name of such Member or Fellow 
or to inflict other penalty.” 

As to the case of the trial being public, it has been the 

eg to allow the accused to bring any friends with 

im: Bye-law 116 has reference to the subject, and is « 
follows :— 


“116. That should any Member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, who may be accused of con- 
duct disgraceful in a professional respect, notify the 
Secretary more than ten days before the trial of his 
desire to be tried publicly, facilities shall be given for 
the admission of members of the profession to the 
trial, and for independent reporting of the evidence. 


Mr. Dollar has not furnished the Council with a list of 
the replies, but it 1s assumed when he states that 90 pet 
cent. of the members are against the Bill, he intends 
90 per cent. of the members who have replied to 5 
circular. It is further assumed that ont of the disse 
tients who replied to Mr. Dollar, the majority ‘re ; e 
same persons as have already dissented to the circula! 
issued by the Council, and even then they are consider 
ably outnumbered by those who signify their, asset 
Finally the Council submit that any replies 
Dollar may have received on the post cards referre . 
in his Petition cannot be accepted as evidence that bw 
proportion of the profession are opposed to the Bill . / 
to the fact that the postcards were accompanle D Mar 
statement (copy attached hereto) in which Mr. rt : 
very seriously misrepresented both the objects phen 
Council and the effects the Bill would have in the et 
of its becoming law. The Council in this connec. 
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which Mr. Dollar has made that the members of Coun- 
cil may intend to devote part of the revenue of the Col- 
lege to paying themselves or to subsidising decaying 
teaching schools. | Although this insinuation is entirely 
devoid of foundation, it and other misrepresentations in 
the statement which were issued along with the reply 
postcards may well have influenced many members of 
the profession to vote against the Bill. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
F. BuL.ock, Secretary. 


Copies of Petitions were received from M. L.C. Tipper, 
M.R.C.V.S., the Scottish Metropolitan and North of 
Scotland V.M.S., also copies of resolutions passed by 
the Liverpool University V.M.A., the Royal Agricultur- 
al Society, and a letter from the Department of Agricul- 
ture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, and the Sec- 
retary’s rsply thereto. 

The following report was received from the Solicitor : 


33, Essex Street Strand, W.C. 
8th April, 1908. 
Dear Sir, 
Parliamentary. 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act Amendment Bill. 


1 beg to report that petitions having been presented 
by Mr. Dollar, I was instructed by the President to 
draft answers, which was accordingly done, and 
they were submitted in due course. On the 3rd inst, a 
letter was received from the Clerk to the Privy Council, 
a copy of which is appended to this report, from which 
it will be seen that the Clause as to Existing Prac- 
titioners was approved, that with regard to the registra- 
tion fee, that was also approved, but the penalty in case 
of non-payment was considered too drastic ; the absolute 
prohibition of unqualified practice was considered 
impossible. Subsequently, after consultation with the 
President. I had an interview with the Clerk to the 
Privy Council, when he said that with regard to Sec- 
tion 3, Sub-Section 2, the Clause was too drastic, and 
after some discussion, he said his Council would be will- 
ing toaccept the following modification : one month’s 
grace as already previded for in the Clause, in default of 
payment, one month’s notice by ordinary post, and in 
case of further default, a further month’s notice by 
registered post, after which the removal of name would 
come into effect, but that there must also be restoration 
upon a reasonable explanation. With regard to Clause 4, 
their lordships would not agree to the latter part, which 
generaliy prohibited practice by unqualified persons, but 
upon explanation of the difficulty in the Kingston case, 

€ was willing to allow the words “ or implying” in the 
Clause to stand. With regard to the Bill being taken as 
@ Government measure, he sajd the President had giveu 
10 Instructions to that effect, but upon my pressing him, 
€ said I was at liberty to bring it forward when the 
amended Clauses were submitted. I accordingly drew 
hendments to the Bill in accordance with their lord- 
sp’s letter, and my interview with the Clerk to the 
stant oan, and submitted such amendments to the 
a“ nding Counsel, and subsequently went through the 
with with him in conference, when he approved them 
with a slight alteration. I thereupon in accordance 
€e e President’s instructions placed the Bill in the 
hds of the printer, who has submitted a proof which 
and he promises to deliver sufficient 
or all members of Council in time for Committee 

ing.—Yours faithfully, 
Gro. THATCHER. 
The Clerk to the Council, Privy Council Office, 

London, S.W. 31st March, 1908. 


Sir,—Referrin 
: & to your letter of the 24th October last 
Tom directed by the Lords of the Council to state that 


their lordships have given their careful consideration to 
the proposed Bill, inclosed in your letter, to amend tbe 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881. With regard to Clause 2 
their lordships agree that it would be expedient to bring 
“Existing Practitioners” under the control of the 
College and to afford them the privileges enjoyed by 
members of the College under Section 17 of the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons’ Act, 1881. With regard to Clause 3 their 
lordships are of opinion that the proposal that a fee 
should be required to be paid annually by members of 
the College is a desirable one, but as the removal of the 
name of a member from the register for non-payment of 
the fee is the most severe professional punishment 
which can be devised, their lordships think it should 
only be resorted to after careful consideration of the 
circumstances of the individual case. Sub-Clause 2 of 
Clause 3 shonld therefore be so amended as to provide 
that ample notice of the non-payment should be given ; 
a sufficient time allowed to cover accidents, contingencies 
and difticulties of a personal character ; and provision 
should be made for restoration of a name to the Register 
on reasonable terms. Subject to these modifications I 
am authorised to state that their lordships would be pre- 
ared to afford such assistance as they can give to a Bill 
imited to the objects above specified. I am toadd that 
in their lordships opinion the absolute prohibition of 
unqualified practice as provided for in Clause 4 (2 and 3) 
is impossible.--I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A. N. Firzroy. 


An Amended Draft Bill was then considered and 
approved, w,th emandations, for recommendation to the 
Parliamentary Committee. 

Amendment Bill : The Amended Draft Bill submitted 
by the Annual Registration Fee Sub-Committee was 
considered in detail, and approved for recommendation 
to the Council. eee 

The following Bills were then considered :—Dairies 
(Scotland) Bill, Dogs Protection Bill, Exportation of 
Horses Bill, Cruelty to Animals Bill. In the case of the 
Dogs Protection Bill, means were suggested whereby the 
interests of the profession should be protected. 

L.C.C. General Powers. The Chairman reported that 
the Milk Clauses of this Bill had been withdrawn. 

On the motien of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. Mul 
vey, the report was received. _ 

Mr. GARNETT, who was received with cheers, said :- 
Mr. President, I propese the adoption of the minutes 
of the Parliamentary Committee, embodying as they do 
the report of the sub-committee which has dealt with 
our new Act before Parliament. 

Mr. McKinna: I second that. 

Mr. Garnett : When this Council forwarded that Bill 
to the Privy Council with a view to their adopting it, It 
was our intention that we should consider any recom- 
mendations that they might make, and if possible to 
comply with them in order that they might adopt it _ 
practically take charge of the Bill so that it would De 
come a Government measure- -(hear, hear.) That was 
our original intention, and it is the intention I have / 
doubt of the majority of the members of this anger 
to-day. (Hear, hear). In the Bill there were four vita 
principles ; firstly, to ive the Council disciplinary 
powers over persons registered as Existing I ractitioners 
under Section 15 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1881 ; 
secondly, to enable the Council to receive trom a 
bers of the College practising in the U nited vm om 
an :nnnal registration fee of one guinea ; thir lly, to 
extend the penalties against an unqualified -—_ to 
any such person practising veterinary surgery png a 
reward ; and, fourthly, to. render ia 
the same penalties as individuals. (Hear, se . 
reply which has been received from the Privy ae 
to the draft Bill which was forwarded to poy) y = 
Council has been very favourably received by them, be- 
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cause out of those four principles which we embodied in 
the Bill they bave unreservedly given their adhesion to 
three of the principle ones therein involved. (Hear, 
hear). You have heard the minutes of the Sub-com- 
mittee that has this matter in hand, and [| would now 
draw your attention to the amendments which that 
Committee propose you should adopt in order to comply 
with the requirements of the Privy Council. 

In the first place, Clause 2 of our Bill, that one refer- 
ring to existing practitioners is adopted in its entirety by 
the Privy Council. (Hear, hear). 

With regard to Clause 3 of our Bill, the Privy Council 
adopt the principle of an annual registration fee, but 
they think the requirements as we drafted them in our 
last Bill were too onerous, two severe, and that they 
should be considerably relaxed. Now, gentlemen, you 
all know, I think, that this Council desires that while 
making an annual registration fee, any penalties attached 
to it, any conditions attached to it, should be of the 
inildest possible description. (Hear hear). For that 
reason, the Parliamentary Committee and the Sub- 
committee together, are delighted to fall in with the 
requirements of the Privy Co:ncil, and to fall in with 
their views in that respect. In order to do that the 
Solicitor together with the standing Counsel of this 
College have drafted—I may say practically with the 
approval of the Privy Council—of course it will have to 
come before them for their final decision, this alteration. 
Sub-clause 2 will now read “If the annual registration 
fee of any member shall not have been paid on or before 
the 30th day of January in any year, the Registrar shall 
send to snch member by post at such address as afore- 
said another notice requiring payment, and if such pay- 
ment shall not be made within one month from posting 
of such notice a final notice shall be sent to such mem- 
ber by registered post requiring such payment and 
warning such member of the consequences of non-pay- 
ment.” That, gentlemen, very considerably modifies 
the so-called penal clause, so that no member would be 
allowed to say that he inadvertently omitted to take 
notice of the applications for the payment of his fee. 
The Committee recommend for still further considera- 
tion Sub-clause 3, which will now read “ Any member 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who shall 
not have paid such annual fee for the time being within 
one er from the posting of the final notice men- 
tioned in the last preceding Sub-section shall cease to 
be on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons and shall be 
liable to the penalties and be under the disabilities de- 
clared in and by Section 4 of this Act.” So that over 
and above the three months he has another month’s 
grace ; and over and above that, under Sub-section 4, he 
has still further grace, because it becomes incumbent on 
this Council to consider any reasonable excuse he may 
have to offer at the expiration of that time. 

Clause 4 reads :—“ Notwithstanding the preceding 
enactments the name of any member who has not paid 
such fee within the time limited shall be restored to the 
Register on such member furnishing to the Council of 
the R.C.V.S. a reasonabie explanation of the omission 
and on payment of such fee and such penalty not 
exceeding the amount of such fee as the said Gounell may 
from time to time fix.” The meaning of that is that if 
a gentleman had not paid his fees and his name had 
been removed from the Register, say he had not paid for 
five years, the Council would deal with him under Sec- 
tion 4 regarding unprofessional conduct, and his name 
would be left off the Register. On his application for 
restoration, he would have to pay a fee not exceeding 
the annual registration fee, together with his annual fee 
for that year, so that he would be practically in the same 
position as he is now when his name is left off for giving 
an incorrect address—with this exception, that the 
Council may fix, if they think fit, a smaller sum than 


one guinea for his penalty for not having kept up his t 
payments. They have that power. > I 
The next great principle is that one which we had s 

hoped to —— in our Act, whereby the existing é 
powers of this College might be extended as against per- : 
sons practising veterinary surgery for fee or reward. As 
you know, gentlemen, a great outcry has been raised 
against the addition of those few words in our Bill ; and 
I submit, Sir, that it is uot a proper time for persons 
outside onr profession to have considered the enactments s 
embodied in a private Bill at this stage ( Hear, hear), ; 
1 look upon it that persons who have made known our ; 
private affairs to the public, persons who have raised up ) 


this agitation for their own ends—-whether it be to salve 
their own vanity or for their own commercial ends— | 
say that those gentlemen should not at this stage have : 
made public what is now a private matter. The posi- ss. 
tion of this question is that it is nota Bill. Weare pro- 
fessionally trying to prepare a Bill, and persons outside | 
this College, I maintain, have no right to interfere with 
us as a profession preparing this Bill until it takes the 
shape of a Bill, and is presented before Parliament 
(Hear, hear). Now, I take great exception to those 
members who have taken up this hostile position at this | 
stage. I am sorry to say that we think it advisable to | 
comply with the requirements of the Privy Council, and 
to unreservedly withdraw the words “ to act for fee or 
reward” which we have inserted in our Clause 17, and 
co which great exception has been taken by the Royal 
Agricultural Society, the Highland and Agricultural 
Society and the ditferent Agricultural Societies through- 
out the length and breadth of the land. And I am not 
ashamed to co this, because I think the time will come 
when agriculturists will know, that it is in their interests 
to distinguish between the qualified and the unqualified 
men better than they do at the present time (Hear, hear). 
Now, with this unreserved withdrawal, I think we have 
fairly met that opposition at an earlier stage than if we 
had left them in and had the matter fought out in 
Parliament. 
There is another Clause in this Bill which is ot equa! 
importance to any of them, because it was only yester- 
day at our Registration Committee when at least two 
cases came before us, that is, the clause referring to 
Companies. That clause stands as it was originally 
drafted, and will be of very material benefit to the veter- 
inary profession, if it is carried through as it is now put 
before you for your acceptance. 
Iam sorry to keep your time, but: I do not think | 
need detain you very much longer. The Parliamentary 
Committee, as yon are aware, have, through the 
Secretary, now gone through all the Bills which have 
been presented to Parliament, and they have selected 
for consideration a few, one of which is the Cruelty to 
Animals, another, the Exportation of Horses, the Dogs 
Protection Bill, and the Dairies of Scotland Bill. They 
have made arrangements for dealing with these bills 
—arrangements which perhaps it would not be in our 
interests that I should mention at this stage. But 
they have made arrangements with regard to them. 
and I might say that the work of that Committee has 
been very much lightened indeed because of the Govert- 
ment action in introducing a General Milk Bill. In 
consequence of this, all the Milk Clauses in other Bills 
affecting cattle have been withdrawn, or at least sus 
pended for the present time. With regard to the County 
Council Bill, that comes in that category. You will re- 
member that at your last Counci] meeting you er 
powered the committee, if they could not get the County 
Council to modify their views on their Milk Clauses, 
that we were to petition against it. We did — 
against it, and the Connty Council then replied 3 = 
had no Jocus standt in defending the position 
veterinary profession as regards the Milk Clauses °° 
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tained in their Act. The consequence of that would 
have been that the question of whether we had a /ocus 
stand? or not would have had to be fought out before the 
Court of Referees, but before the case came to trial 
the Council had withdrawn their Milk Clauses, and we 
consequently withdrew our opposition to their Bill. | 
propose that the Report be adopted. (Cheers.) 

Mr. DoLtar: Mr. President and gentlemen-— 

The PRESIDENT: before you speak, Mr. Dollar, | 
should like to call your attention to the fact that the 
motions of which you have given notice are in conflict 
with the recommendations made by the Parliamentary 
Committee. I want to ask you whether you will choose 
to bring them on now and move them as an amend- 
ment to the motion made by Mr. Garnett. 

Mr. Dottar: As take it that this Council acquiesces, 
or considers that it will subsequently acquiesce, in the 
alterations made by the Privy Council in the proposed 
Bill, it becomes needless for me to move that this 
Council disapproves the Bill as it stands. (Hear, hear.) 
The Council has already, by accepting those amend- 
ments of the Privy Council, shown that it no longer ap- 
proves the Bill as it originally stood, and therefore my 
point is gained. It would therefore merely be an abuse 
of the time of the Council for me to ask to have that 
put before the Council. (Hear, bear.) I will, with your 
permission, move an amendment to Mr. Garnett’s pro- 
proposition ; and I must ask the indulgence of. the 
Council for a few minutes in order that I may traverse 
certain of the points which have been raised, and in 
order that I may make one or two personal explanations 
in regard to the remarks which have been made to the 
Council. Although my name has not been mentioned, 
it is perfectly clear to whom the remarks apply, and 
perhaps I had better begin with those. 

The PREsIDENT: Perhaps you had better move the 
amendment first. 

Mr. Dottar: I will mention, sir, what the amend- 
ment I propose to move is, but [ take it that che proper 
time for my moving the amendment would be on the 
conclusion of my speech. (“ No, no.”) I will mention 
what my proposed amendwent is, sir. 

Mr. Garnett: You must either speak to the amend- 
nent or the motion. 

Mr. Dottar: I am prepared tu read the amendment 
now. The amendment is: “That having regard to the 
deletion by the Privy Council of the chief power sought 
against quacks, and to the facts (1) that the Bill leaves 
the registered practitioner in a stronger position than 
ever, and (2) that the objectionable method of collecting 
the annual fee by striking members off the Roll is re- 
tained, the Bill be withdrawn and referred back to the 
Parliamentary Committee for amendment.” That is 
~ amendment I propose to move. First of all I should 

ike-- 

The Presipent : Have you found a seconder ! 

Mr. Dottar : I have a seconder. 


he PRESIDENT : To put it quite in order, perhaps he 


will second it now. 

Prof. Dewar: I will second it, if nobody else does. 

he PrEsIDENT: That puts it in order. 

Mr. Dottar: The first point is, sir, the statement 
wade that I had no right to reveal the contents of this 

ill at a time when it was still a private measure. Now 
I do not think that I need do more than point out that, 
in the course of the speech made by Mr. Garnett, he 
held it up as a justification for the haste with which 
this Bill has been placed before the Privy Council that 
it had been published in the professional journals very 
Soon after the last October meeting. It is, therefore, 
Perfectly evident that the Council itself allowed this Bill 
to become public property ; and 1 may go further and 
th » OL my word of honour, that I issued my appeal to 
t € profession, in which copies of this Bil] were con- 
‘alned, through the medium of the publisher of Zhe 


Veterinary Record, who was my very well known ad 
versary on the point, and that no copy of my appeal 
or of the Bill was sent to any other person than a mem- 
berof the R.C.V.S. think, therefore, that the aceusa- 
tion which seems to be made against me, that I have 
brought this Bill before the public, must fall to the 
ground. If it has become public, it is through no 
measure taken by me. Then [ see that very strong ex- 
ception seems to be taken to the statement that direct 
pecuniary inducements had been held out to various 
bodies of professional men to support this Bill. 

Mr. Garnett: I did not say so. 

Mr. DotxiaR: That is what it amounts to. 

Mr. GARNETT: On a point of order I did not say so ; 
I never mentioned that matter at all. 

Mr. DotLaR: Lhave not said that Mr. Garnett has 
mentioned it, but I believe he did. 

The PresipENT : To justify the charge, perhaps you 
will quote the words. 

Mr. DoLtar: The charge, | believe, was, sir, that | 
had held forth that the Council proposed to make pay 
ments to itself. 

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps you are referring to te re- 
ply sent to your second petition addressed to the Privy 
Council, in which the word “innuendo” was used, in 
which you are charged with having used an innuendo. 
Do you think that is it ’ 

Mr. Dotiar : I think it may be so 

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps we might have it read if it 
would help you. There is no use to be refuting what 
perhaps never was said, “In this connection desire to 
call particular attention to the suggestion Mr. Dollar has 
made that the members of Council may intend to devote 
part of the revenue of the College to paying themselves 
cr to subsidising decaying teaching schools.” That is 
perhaps what you refer to. 

Mr. Dotiar: Yes, sir. | take it that we can only 
judge of the intentions of the Council by the utterances 
of its members, and of the intentions of this Bill by the 
utterances of those persons who are chiefly responsible 
for its initiation and its carrying through. And, there- 
fore, in reply to those sugyestions, or in reply to those 
protests, I meube like to read a few words from 7'he 
Veterinary Record of June 22nd, in which, during the 
reading of a paper called “A Forecast for a new Veter- 
inary Surgeons Act,” Mr. Frank W. Garnett appears to 
have made use of the following words: “They wanted 
to have the finest teaching, but to have the finest teach- 
ing they must also help the schools in providing it.” 
Now, sir, it is perhaps not perfectly evident on the face 
of it what that means, but in order to show that it was 
perfectly understood by the meeting, and that one person 
at least disapproved of it, 1 propose to prove to you by 
reading you certain remarks which you yourself, sir, are 
said to have made on that occasion, and which are also 


published in The Veterinary Record of that date. 
| The Presrpent: Are you going to read my remarks 
evidence that the Council 
- Mr. Dottar: As evidence that the Central Veterinary 
‘Medical Society, sir, understood this as a proof that 
' money was to be allocated to the use of the schools, 
which you will forgive me saying so— 7 

The Prestpent: I must really interrupt. There 
appears to me to be probably quite sufficient ground for 
discussion by keeping within the legitimate Issues. 

Mr. DottaR: An accusation has been made which | 
think it would be only fair to give me some opportunity 
of demolishing. 

Mr. Mutvey: Would not the Central Veterinary 
| Medical Society be the proper place todo it? 

The PresipENT: May I point out that yon will find 
you are not demolishing it by reterring to anything 
which was said before the Bill was in existence. (Hear, 


hear.) 
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Mr. Dottar: This was said at the time when the 
Bill was under discussion. (No, no.) 

The PrestpENnt : That is not the case. 

Mr. GaRNETT: This was a paper of mine that I read 
before a Society, and has nothing whatever to do with 
this Bill. Not a word of that discussion has anything 
to do with this Bill at all. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Dotuar: I submit, Sir, it has a direct and imme- 
diate bearing on the Bill, and that it was the immediate 
precursor of the Bill (“ No, no,” and a voice “It is only 
a private opinion.”) It has been published as what hap- 
pened at the Central Veterinary Medical Society. I 
think if I read the words it will be sufficient. “ As to the 
disposition of the money that the College might get in 
that way, he found himself unable to agree with Mr. 
Garnett when he suggested that part of the money might 
be allocated to encourage and promote teaching in con- 
nection with the schools. He thought that would be an 
exceedingly invidious, not to say dangerous, thing for 
the Council to have to do. (Cheers). 

. Mr. Asson: We quite agree with those words. (Hear, 
ear). 

Mr. Dottar: | am precisely of the same opinion 
—(Laughter)--that it would be a very dangerous, and 
very invidious thing to do. (Hear, hear, and a voice 
“We all agree.”) That is my justification for having 
brought it before the Privy Council (Cries of Oh ! oh !” 

Mr. Mason: If you cannot find anything better than 
that, I would not bring it forward. 

Mr. Mutvey: No proposition of that sort was ever 
made to the Privy Council. 

Mr. Dotiar : lon replying to a statement which has 

n made. 

Mr. Simpson : I rise to a point of order. Are we dis- 
cussing the merits of this Bill, or are we giving to Mr. 
Dollar—who has every right to ask for it—simply the 
opportunity of justifying his action ? 

r. Mason: I am afraid so. 

Mr. Dottar : I aw not asking for an opportunity of 
justifying my action ; I am asking for an opportunity of 
replying to certain statements which have beem made, 
and which | consider are unjustified. 

Mr. GarNeEtT: [am the only one who has spoken so 
far to-day on this subject, and I think I am justified in 
yous against Mr Dollar reading into the speech that 

have just made anything that may have been written 
by other individuals in 7he Veterinary Record. I have 
nothing to do with them. and they have nothing to do 
with me. (Cheers). 

Mr. Dottar: But these are published statements 
(Cries of “Chair, chair.”) Iam replying to a statement 
which hasbeen made by this Council ina letter addressed 
to the Privy Council, and I submit I have every right to 
deal with it. Then as to the payment of the Council, 
exception was taken to that statement. Again I quote 
Mr. Garnett. 

The PresipeNT: I must firmly rule out of order any 
reference to anything that was said about that by out- 
side people or not in this Council room. (Cheers). 

Mr. Dotuar: If you rule that Mr Garnett is an out- 
side person, then | submit. 

The PREsIDENT : I must, as I say, tirmly rule out of 
order your quoting things that were said outside this 
Covncil Chamber, and before the Bill was drafted. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Dottar: The Bill was drafted at this time, sir. 
(“ No, no.”) 

The PrEsipent: When was that? Give me the date 
of it please. 

Mr. Dotuar: The date is June 22nd. 

The Presipent: The Bill was not drafted then. 
(Hear, hear.) It was not drafted till August. 

Mr. Dottar : It is perfectly evident, sir, that this Bill 
was already in a condition to be sent to the Privy Coun- 
ci}. (No, no, and interruption). It is perfectly evident 


that these were statements made by Mr. Garnett in 
order to influence the profession favourably towards the 
Bill, which he afterwards intended to promote. (No, 
no). 

The PRESIDENT: I must adhere to my decision. 

Mr. Mason : If you would do your duty and attend 
the Council meetings, you would know what is going on. 
(Cheers.) 

The Presmpent: I may point out to Mr. Dollar also, 
in a perfectly friendly way, that he is probably only de- 
siring to read opinions with which this Council is per- 
fectly well acquainted ; but at any rate, putting that 
aside, I must adhere to the ruling that I have just given. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Dotiar: Yes, sir. I willleave that part, and | 
will then address myself to the introduction by Mr. Gar- 
nett with which he prefaced his motion. He stated in 
his opening remarks that the Bill contained four prin- 
cipal Clauses, and these I believe were the same Clauses 
as he mentioned at the Western Counties Veterinary 
Medical Association. They were, firstly, to give the 
Council disciplinary powers over persons registered as 
existing practitioners under Section 15 of the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons Act 1881, to enable the Council to receive 
from members of the College practising in the United 
Kingdom an annual registration fee of one guinea ; to 
extend the penalties against an unqualified person toany 
such person practising for fee or reward ; and to render 
companies liable to the same penalties as individuals. | 
have, at the expense of some time and trouble, criticised 
this Bill from time to time. 

Mr. Wrace: Notat the Céuncil. (Hear hear.) 

Mr. Dotiar: And I think that the best justification 
of my attitude is to be seen in the form which the Bill 
has assumed to-day. (Oh, oh!) I took exception prin-; 
cipally, it is true, to what I considered was an indefen- 
sible and unjustifiable attack on the rights of members 
in depriving them of the right to practise their profess 
ion, which every practitioner has hitherto believed be 
had, and whieh in never hitherto been imperiled. 
This Bill proposes to take away from every practitioner 
his free right to practise his profession—(“ No, no’ and 
laughter)—-and to sell that right back to him in the 
shape of an annual license—(“ No, no”)—for an annual 
fee of one guinea. That is what has happened, or what 
will happen if the Bill become law. _ 

Mr. StockMAN : The Bill under discussion ’ 

Mr. Dottar: The Bill under discussion. but, si, 
thanks to the opposition which has been made, we have 
at any rate some smal] mercies to thank the Privy Coun 
cil for. It may be that this Council regards the watter 
as one which is done and finished with, but I should like 
to remind members that it is not one which either 
begins or ends here ; and even although, by the methods 
which have been utilised, the approval of the Privy 
Council has been obtained so far at any rate, the oppost 
tion has earned the gratitude of the profession for the 
changes which it has brought about so far in the = 
of the Bill. The objections that were made were to the 
confiscation of that property which every practitioner’ 
has hitherto believed was his own, and was inalienal 
Unfortunately the opposition to that has failed, an¢! 
this Bill becomes law no veterinary surgeon can a” 
longer say “I enjoy in my own right the right to Pl 
tise my profession, and need fear no man. 
now, year by year, have to buy the right, apparently : 
advance, to practise his profession, and he will sti a 
liable to be struck off the rolls if he fails to Phat 
guinea on a given day, and at a given hour. vy + hes 
has been modified certainly to some extent, a0 ivan “il 
been modified, not because of the desire of we yg 
apparently to safeguard the rights of its mem yond . 
because of this opposition which the Conncil so s 
condemns, and which apparently I dnd Prof. Dewa 
represent here to-day. (Cheers.) 
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The PRESIDENT: We will soon know. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Dottar: But, sir, we have to be thankful that 

we are not at any rate to be struck off the Rolls after a 
single notice sent to us in an unregistered letter. We 
have obtained at least the right to two notices, and a 
third one in a registered envelope, and that I consider 
is, if only a small mercy, something to be thankful for. 
Then Mr. Garnett’s third point, and the one upon which 
he seems to lay a great deal of stress, was that the 
Council has gained disciplinary powers over persons 
registered as existing practitioners. To say that this 
Clause gives us disciplinary powers over registered 
practitioners suggests to me that I might say I gain 
control over a tiger by giving him a sugar stick (“ Oh, 
oh”); because when this Clause, even in its amended 
form, is considered it seems that we are in just the 
same position that we were before, except that we have 
put in words the fact that we recognise that we can do 
nothing to the registered practitioner. On a_ previous 
ceeasion, at the October meeting I think it was—(A 
voice: “You were not there ”—-Laughter)— General 
Thomson very clearly put the matter, and I cannot do 
hetter than quote his words. 

Mr. Trtecer . From recollection ? 

Mr. Dottar: No, they are not from recollection. | 
will give you the actual words, ‘ The object of the Com- 
wittee in making this suggestion, that the registered 
practitioners shonld be allowed to cal] themselves veteri- 
nary surgeons, is really giving them no more than they 
already possess. They can call themselves veterinary 
surgeons as it is, and we cannot stop them in any way 
whatever.” 

Gen. THomson : Read the context please. 

Mr. Dottar: How much of the context ! 

Gen. THomson : I went further than that. 

Mr. Dotiar: I will read anything you like. That 
means sir, that if this Bill passes in its present form the 
registered practitioner will not only be in a_position of 
being able to do as he did before, but he will have the 
added advantage that we have recognised our powerless- 
ness against him. Mr. Garnett itells me, sir, that the 
Privy Council are responsible for that; he says the 
Privy Council did that. If that is so, 1 may take it 
that Mr. Garnett allows that what I have said is 
correct, 

Mr. Garnett : Oh no. 

Mr. Dotitar: Then you cannot say that the Privy 
Council did it. 

The Prestpent: Did what ? 

Mr. : Produced the position that I have just 
efined. 

Mr. Garnerr: If I may just interpolate for a moment 
[ will point out what the Privy Council did, and what 
Mr. Dollar, owing to his non-reading of the veterinary 
papers, and not attending these meetings, does not seen 
to he aware of. (Hear, hear.) The facts briefly stated 
are these. It all occurred over Cook’s case. Mr. Cook 
Was a registered practitioner ; he was brought up for 
unprofessional conduct and his name removed. He ap 
pealed tothe Privy Council, and the Privy Council said 
e find that your disciplinary powers, under the Act 

and bye-laws, you have no power.” (Hear, hear.) It is 
to amend that, so that we have control over him in a 
sciplinary sense, that gave rise to the whole raison 
étre of this Clause. 
thee DoutaR : I am perfectly well aware, sir, of all 
“ng acts—(“ Oh, oh,” and much langhter)—and I have 
oe a of them for a very considerable time. 
—.* He has relied, as I have relied in all my 
the Bil on the words of the Bill, and the words of 
nena _ these. T will miss out for the sake of clear- 
tine aughter, and a voice: “ Read the whole thing”) 
commen well, I will read the whole thing. “If after the 
fneement of this Act any person other than a 


Person who for the time being is on the Register of: 


Veterinary Surgeons and who has paid the annual 
registration fee for the time being or who holds the 
Veterinary Certificate of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society of Scotland granted prior to the passing of the 
Principal Act or who is on the Register of Existing 
Practitioners under Section 15 of the Principal Act takes 
or uses the title of Veterinary Surgeon or Veterinary 
Practitioner, or any name, title, ad tition or description 
stating or implying that he is a Veterinary Surgeon or 
a Practitioner of Veterinary Surgery or Medicine or 
both or of any branch thereof or is qualified to practise 
the same he shall be liable toa fine not exceeding £20.” 

Now it is perfectly evident from the wording of that 
Clause that if a man happens to hold the Veterinary 
Certificate of the Highland and Agricultural Society, or 
if he is on the Register of Existing Practitioners, under 
Section 15 of the principal Act he is exempt from this 
fine of £20. 

Mr. GaRNETT : That is what the Section says. 

Mr. Dotuar : That is exactly what the Section says. 
I see, Sir, that that has been altered. (Laughter). 

The PrEsipENT : What has been altered / 

Mr. DoLLAR: The long and the short of it is 

The Prestpent: There is no need to apologise. 
(Laughter). 

Mr. Dotiar: This copy which has been placed in my 
hands is a revised copy which was issned to the members 
this morning. 

Mr. Stockman: Mr. Dollar borrowed that from me, 
and it is just as it left my hands, and just as it was 
yesterday. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Dottar: I received it ten minutes ago. 

Mr. StocKMAN : I meant to explain that I pointed out 
to him that the amendments are in red ink. 

Mr. Dottar: There are other amendments as well. 
There have been amendments in that Clause which du 
not appear marked in red ink, or of which there is no 
clue (“ Oh, oh,” and langhter). 

Mr. Garnett: The Secretary sent them to me this 
morning, and I asked him to alter every one so that the 
members might have them altered as amended by the 
Committee, and those alterations are made in red ink. 

The Prestpent: That is so; they were omissions 
from the proof. 

Mr. McKrnna: It is a pity that Mr. Dollar, who is a 
member of the Council, should not have been here even 
yesterday. The whole Council is the Registration Com- 
mittee. 

The Prestpent: He is not a member of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee which dealt with this matter. 

Mr. Dotxar: It is perfectly evident then, Sir, that 
the criticism I addressed to that Clause has been accepted 
and adopted. (Laughter and interruption). The words 
that I complained of were “ At the time of the passing 
of the Principal Act,” and by striking those out and 
replacing them by “holds,” it is perfectly evident that 
the registered practitioner is deprived of that shelter 
that he previously had. Formerly the registered prac- 
titioner, whatever he did, could not be prosecuted and 
fined £20. As this has since been amended, in response 
to the criticism that I have advanced (‘‘ No, no,”) it no 
longer exempts the registered practitioner. (Interrup- 
tion). But, Sir, there is still another aspect of thls 
question that I think deserves the attention of the 
Council, and that is that at the present time I am in 
possession of replies from a very large number of the 
members of the profession, and those members are 
opposed to the extent of 1,100 to 1,200 to the Clause 
which renders it possible for a member to be struck off 
the Rolls for not paying his annual registration fee. | 
suggest to the Council that, even at this time, there is an 
opportunity of removing what [ believe to be a very 
grave injustice to the profession, and of so amending 
the Bill before it goes before Parliament that it may 
have the support of the whole profession. Even if you 
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allow that these 1,100 or 1,200 men are acting under the 
influence of passion, or if they are partially misguided 
—(A voice “Very much misguided ”)—whatever sug- 
gestions may be put forward, the unalterable fact remains 
that these men’s rights have been, or are proposed to be, 
forfeited (“ No, no,): and that if you put them in the 
desperate position of the rat in the trap they will fight, 
and they are still capable of doing this Bill very serious 
harm. I have not raised these points, and I have not 
set myself against the Conncil from any desire to ad- 
vance my own interests. (“ Oh, oh.”) Every interest of 
mine is opposed to taking up such a position. Does any 
member of this Council imagine that it is pleasant to 
come here and stand up and oppose thirty or thirty-two 
other men. (A voice “It is just what you like ; yon love 
it.”) Do they think that I would take up that attitude 
were I not most strongly and conscientiously convinced 
that a great hardship is in contemplation ? 

Mr. Garnett: Why didn’t you doit before ? (Cheers). 

Mr. Dotuar: Because I had other other duties, Sir— 
(A voice “ Domestic,” laughter, and interruption)—and 
because [ thought that there were perhaps other mem- 
bers of the Council who more truly represented the pro- 
fession (Loud cries of “hear, hear,” and cheers), But I 
wish to draw the attention of the Council to the fact 
that there is still a very strong feeling of resentment 
against this penal Clause. It always has been the rock 
of offence, and it will always continue to be, and I believe 
that that feeling is so strong that it may yet prove 
sufficient to wreck this Bill. I commend to the atten- 
tion of the Council the possibility, even at this eleventh 
hour, of so amending the Billas to remove that opposition, 
which I believe is a real and a genuine one, founded on 
good faith and on conscientious motives. I noed say 
nothing, Sir, about the addition of the words “ Or who 
acts as a veterinary surgeon.” Those have disappeared 
from the Bill, and with those there disappears one of 
the great inducements that formerly existed for members 
of the profession to fight forand support this Bill. 

The PRESIDENT: Bnt you petitioned against them. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Dotiar: I did petition against them, sir, most 
certainly, and I am prepared to petition again if neces- 
sary. 

The Presipent : I only wanted clearly to understand 
your argument. I thought you were argning that that 
was a Clause popular with the profession. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Doxiar: I chose the lesser of two evils, sir. 
believe it was a less evil to denounce that Clause than it 
was to take away what I considered should be the 
inalienable property of every member of the profession. 
It has been said that 90 per cent. of the members are 
favourable to the passing of this Bill. (“ No, no,” “We 
never said so,” and “Those are your words.”) I will 
quote you what Mr. Garnett said at the meeting of the 

estern Counties Veterinary Medical Association on the 
26th March, even so recent a date as that. He said 
“The good men would pay in any case, and in Scotland 
90 per cent. would pay if made voluntary, but we 
should not be doing justice to them if we allowed the 


remaining 10 per cent. to share the same privileges with- |. 


out contributing towards the cost.” 

Mr. GARNETT: That is a very different matter. 

Mr. Dottar. I suggest, sir, that it is precisely the 
same thing. (Laughter.) I will use, for the purpose of 
my argument, Mr. Garnett’s own words. He says that 
“ {In Scotland 90 per cent. would pay if made voluntary.” 
I snggest to him that the final and the real test of 
whether that statement has any foundation in fact 
would be for the Conncil for one year to make the col- 
lection of this impost voluntary in Scotland, and you 
wonld then know whether this statement of Mr. Gar- 
nett’s that 90 per cent of the members wonld pay if 
made voluntary has any defence in fact, 


The PresipENT: That is simply an estimate. 

Mr. Dotzar: It is not an estimate ; it is a statement 
—it is a clear and well defined statement. Mr. Garnett 
said in Scotland 90 per cent. would pay if made volun- 
tary. There is no qualification or any possibility of 
getting out of it. 

Mr. Garnett: May | explain, in order to clear Mr. 
Dollar's mind alittle bit, that when I wasin Scotland | 
was told by Scotch men.bers opposed to this Bill that if 
we had made it voluntary 90 per cent. would pay. That 
statement has appeared in Scotch members’ letters to 
The Record. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Dottar: But, sir, it is made as Mr. Garnett’s 
own ststement without qualification (Cries of “ Vote, 
vote,”) and I defy him to show that he has been told so or 
that this is second-hand. 

The PrestpENt: Will you please proceed with the 
argument. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Garnett: If Mr. Dollar had only read the papers 
and attended the Council meetings he would have known 
all these things. (Cheers.) 

Mr. DoLtarR: That argument isa little stale. (Up- 
roar. 

Te PresIDENT : [ rise, Mr. Dollar, to make an appeal 
to you, to take into consideration the fact that there are 
nearly 30 members of this Council, a considerable num- 
ber of whom may desire to speak upon this important 
subject, and merely to ask you to be as brief as you 
possibly can without doing any injustice to your 
argument. 

Mr. Dotiar: Yes, sir. [Tam very desirous of con- 
sidering the time of the Council, and I am desirous ol 
showing by my attitude that I esteem such long suffer- 
ing astke Council show me. I think I cannot do better 
than submit to the Council the figures which represent 
approximately the number of members voting for the 
different questions which were submitted to them on 
the card [ sent out, because I still hold that those 
replies represent the real feelings of a very large propor 
tion of the profession. For the Bill there was 1,102, 
and 107 against. 1 believe since that time an addition 
of some 50 may be made to those numbers. 

The PRESIDENT : Is that against every clause and pro- 
vision in the Bill? é 

Mr. Dotuar: No. The first question | put to the 
members of the profession was “Do you approve of the 
Bill as it stands /” : 

Mr. Mutvey: That Bill does not exist now. 

Mr. Dottar: The Bill does not exist now owing t 
the fact that the Privy Council has amended it. , 
think that isa very important thing, and I think its 
a thing which the Council would do well to bear 1m 
mind. The replies to the first question were 1,102, ¥® 
and 107, no. 

The Prestpent: That is, 1000 approve of It && 
stands ! 

Mr. Between 1100 and 1200. 

The Prestpent : The question was “ Do you _. 
of the Bill as it stands,” and yon say there were 11 
favour. that 
Mr. No; 1102 were against it. sal 
1102 answered “ No.” : 

The PrEsIDENT: You said 1102 answered 

Mr. Dottar: I said that 1102 disapproved. 

The Presipent: You did not say that. 

Mr. Dottak : And that 107 were in Its 
reply to the second question, as to whether se mpm 
approved of being struck off the Rolls for fa! i 
an annual registration fee, there were 1075 #3@ ether 
140 for. In reply to the third question, 
they approved of a registration fee recovera’ = for, I 
the members, there were 853 against and ono from 
reply to the fourth question, as to a fee —— sia: 
new members only, there 625 in favour an 8 
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and in reply to the question regarding the Registration 
Committee, there were 1062 who disapproved and 108 
who approved. 

Mr. Stimpson: No wonder, the way it was put to 
them. 

The PresipENt: Could you supplement that with 
information as to this : how many were opposed to Sec- 
tion 4, Sub-section 2? That was in particular the clause 
which has the words about “fee or reward.” That is 
one of the things you have petitioned against. 1 was 
wondering whether you had any information from your 
census as to how many members were opposed to that. 

Mr. Dottar: No, sir, I have no information on 
that point, nor have I any information as to how 
many angels can dance on the point of a pin. 
(“ Oh, ob.”) 

The PrestpENt: That hardly seems quite so relevant. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Dottar: It is equally relevant to a report of 
a canvass taken on five dup and well defined subjects. 

Mr. BanuAM: Provided this Bill becomes law, will 
you pay your guinea ? 

Mr. Dotxar : [shall consider my position, sir, shall 
continue my opposition if [ am unconvinced as long as 
[can. [ take up the position, sir, that by accident | 
happen to be representing the opinions of a number of 
other persons, but I also take the position that, as an 
individual, I am opposed to those clauses which I have 
criticised, and concerning which [ have given an opinion, 
and I shall continue opposed to them until either they 
are amended, or until someone can show me better 
reason than [ have hitherto seen. 

Mr. Simpson: Mr. Dollar has given us some figures, 
but will ae state whether those answers were a deliberate 
“Yes” or “No,” or whether there were not a large 
number of modifications. 

Mr. Dottar: I thank Mr. Simpson very much in- 
deed for having put forward that question, because [ 
think I might almost say I am afraid that I have done 
some serious injustice—(Hear, hear) -to those who 
oppose the Bill—(Laughter)—-because in every instance 
in which there was a possible doubt I have recorded the 
results against my own conviction, or rather against my 
own private opinions. If there was a possible doubt | 
have counted that as being in favour of the other side. 
Another thing I should like to say is this: this is the 
first opportunity I have had of tendering to this Council 
4n opportunity of examining these post-cards and replies; 
and Ithink, considering how large a proportion of the 
profession they represent, it is the duty of the Council 

0 take cognisance as to what has been done, and to ap- 
= Some committee or other body to count and to 
om them. (No, no.”) At any rate I wish to put 

on record that I have made that offer, and if you re- 

use to accept it— 
PRESIDENT: Certainly. 

canes Pa: Then it will show that it is not be- 

taken _ aagtng to fear from the action I have 

taken it will put the Council beyond questioning 

. t period the correctness of the figures that | 

ve advanced. (No, no. 

Pr. * SIMPSON : All I wished to know from Mr. Dollar 

told ether there were any modified replies. He has 

ne there Were, and that is sufficient for me. 
er They have been recorded, sir, as being 

the Bill. If there was any room for donbt, 

side. + that doubt has been given to the other 

nestion o putit on record, beyond any possibility of 

‘ouneil - that this evidence is at the disposal of 

most pleas ad It wishes to examine it, and [ shall be 

amination - to do anything I can to facilitate that ex- 

Pression cf “4 to forward the recognition of that ex- 

Move the pe eee by the profession. I now beg to 

having regard ment that I have given notice of : “That 
to the deletion by the Privy Council of 


the chief power sought against quacks, and that tie ob- 
Jectionable method of collecting the annual fee by strik- 
ing members off the Roll is retained, the Bill be witb- 
drawn and referred back to the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee for amendment.” (Loud cries of “ Vote, vote.”) 

Prof. Dewar: Mr. President and gentlemen, I will 
not detain you with a speech, because I can see by the 
spirit of the Council that my eloquence would entirely 
fail to change any man’s opinion ; but [ will just say 
that the collective opinion of this Council, if it is as it 
seems to be, has not changed mine, and I do believe that 
it would be to the advantage of the veterinary profession 
if Mr. Dollar’s amendment were adopted. T have much 
pleasure in seconding it. 

Mr. Fraser: Might I ask Mr. Dollar one question, 
namely, what construction does he put on the 2,000 
mewbers of the profession that did not reply at all? 

The PRESIDENT : I decline to put the question, Mr. 
Fraser. 

If there is no other member who desires to say any- 
thing with regard to the amendment or the resolution, 
then I want to take the opportunity of saying a word or 
two myself. (Cheers.) I hope I shall not in doing this 
be doing anything contrary to what is considered right 
and proper in the person occupying the position of the 
President of the Council (Hear, hear). In the course of 
the correspondence which has been going on with 
reference tothe Bill, I recently noticed that Mr. Dollar, 
no doubt from the best of motives, suggested that in any 
discussion, or in any dispute with regard to the pro- 
visions of the Bill, | should be left oat of account. Now 
I want to say, and | wish in saying it | had the ear of 
the entire profession, that that would not bein the least 
in accord with my own desires in the matter, In the 
first place, I may say that in any matter touching what 
appeared to be the welfare of the profession L have never 
desired to sit on a fence. (Hear, hear). And even if I 
had .n inclination to take up that uncomfortable and 
undignifiad position, it is much too late, as Mr. Dollar 
must have known—if he had not, so far as the proceed- 
ings of this Council were concerned, been in a state of 
retirement for the last twelve months (Hear, hear)—he 
must have known that it would be absolutely impossible 
for me honestly to disclaim a large measure of the 
responsibility for the Bill, and for all the provisions of 
the Bill. I wish unreservedly to associate myself with 
the members of the Committee who are specially in 
charge of the Bill, and I go further and say that I desire 
pointedly to dissociate myself from Mr. Dollar and Prof. 
Dewar, and in particular I desire to dissociate myself 
from the method by which Mr. Dollar has sought to 
secure the aims which he has in view. (Cheers). Diffe- 
rent people set up different standards of what is con- 
sidered decent and honourable in the affairs of public 
life, and I can only say that my standards are not those 
in this matter of Mr. Dollar. (Cheers). I do say that 
it was in the highest degree disrespectful to this Council 
that Mr. Dollar should absent himself from our delibera- 
tions for a period of twelve months, and that he should 
then make the attack, I will go so far as to say, on the 
honesty or the Council as he has done. (Cheers). The 
truth is that Mr. Dollar appears to be obsessed with the 
idea that he possesses all the brains and ail the conscience 
of this Council. (Lond cheers). We are quite as willing 
as he is to leave that, and all other matters, to our con- 
stituents. (Cheers). 

Mr. Dottar: Perhaps you will allow me to say, Sir, 
(Loud cries of “ Order, order.”) It isa purely personal 
explanation that I have to make. When a proposition 
was made to me in regard to the election, | proposed— 

The PRESIDENT: I really think it is well understood. 

Mr. DottaR: I was simply explaining—(Loud cries of 
« Order, order,” and “Chair, chair,” during which Mr. 
Dollar resumed his seat). 


Mr. Dollar’s amendment was than put and lost, only 


to the 
of the 
ing to 
it. I 
k 
var 1n 
2, yes, 

as it 
yprove 
100 in 
| that 


758 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


April 18, 1809 


Mr. Dollar and Prof. Dewar voting in its favour, all the 
other members of Council present voting against. 

The resolution for the adoption of the Report of the 
Parliamentary Committee, which carried with it the 
approval of the Bill, was then put and carried, all present 
voting in favour of it, except Mr. Dollar and Prof. 
Dewar, who voted against. 


PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the Report of a meeting of the 
Publication Committee held on January 30th, which 
stated that the proofs of the Register tor 1908 were 
examined in detail and various alterations were made. 
The Secretary was instructed to insert a list of the mem- 
bers qualified since the last issue of the Register, and to 
obtain 400 copies for the year, 1908. 

On the motion of Mr. Moutvey, the Report was 
received and adopted, and authority was given to the 
Secretary to obtain the necessary number of copies {of 
the Register in order to enable one to be given to each 
new member. 

APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINEERS. 


It was unanimously resolved that the gentlemen who 
acted as Scrutineers last year should be requested to fill 
4 similar position this year, it being left to the President 
to fill up any vacancies which might occur. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


Mr. TRIGGER: In view of the very small number of 
members who attend the dinner, I move that the 
matter be not considered. 

Mr. Asson : I second that. 

Mr. Mutvey: I should like to ask the President his 
feeling in the matter. 

The PresiDENt : I desire to be guided by the wishes 
of the Council. If it is thought that it would be the 
best thing for the profession that we should have an 
annual dinner, even although it is badly attended, 
then I am prepared to fall in with it, but my own 
personal feelings in the matter need not determine 
the Council to hold an annual dinner. 

Mr. Mutvey: It will be a very great wrench to us 
that an annual dinner should not be held. There has 
been one since the first Charter was granted; but in 
the last few years it has fallen into disrepute somehow 
or other, and members will not turn up, so what earthly 
use is there holding it any longer ? 

Mr. Simpson: There is no one more in favour of a 
dinner than myself. (Laughter and cheers.) I have been 
a member of the Dinner Committee for a good mene 
years, and I have watched with regret the growing lac 
of interest which has been taken by the profession in 
attending these dinners. Last year I proposed that 
there should not be a dinner and I was defeated, but I 
accepted a certain amount of responsibily in arrangin 
for the dinner, although I was unable to be present. 
believe that, so far from these sparsely attended dinners 
doing our profession any good, they do us the greatest 
harm. The very idea of twenty members out of a pro- 
fession like ours numbering between 3000 and 3500 
attending the dinner together with a few friends does 
us more harm than good. (Cries of “ Vote, vote.) If 
you have made up your minds I will not continue. 

The PRESIDENT: There is only one propusal before 
the meeting, “That the dinner be discontinued.” 

Prof. MeTrTam : I propose that it be held as usual. 

Mr. Stockman : I beg to second thai. 

Mr. Hunter: May I ask whether it is absolutel 
necessary it should be held on that particular date ? k 
lot of people like to come up and see the Derby, and if 
we conld have the dinner the day before Derby day I 
think more might attend. 

Prof. Witt1ams: Yes. Would not it be ible to 
hold the annual dinner the night before the Derby, and 


The amendment was then put and lost, the resolu. 
tion in favour of the discontinuance of the dirne 
being carried by 10 votes to 8. 


PLAcE oF ANNUAL MEETING. 


It was unanimously resolved, on the motion of Mr. 
Mason, that the annual meeting should be held in 
London. 


APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINER IN FRENCH AND GERMAN 
FOR JUBILLEE MEMORIAL AND Bursary PRIZE 
EXAMINATION 


On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. 
Abson, it was resolved that the College of Preceptors 
be requested to nominate an examiner in these subjects, 

This concluded the business of the quarterly meeting 
of Council. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


Iuimediately following the quarterly meeting, a 
special meeting of Council was held, which was attended 
by the same members as were present at the quarterly 
meeting, with the exception of Prof. Shave. 

The minutes of the previous special meeting having 
been taken as read and confirmed, the President, Sir 
John M‘Fadyean, moved the following resolution which 
stood in his name on the agenda paper :—“ That the 
words “London University Junior Schools Examina- 
tion (certificate to include the required subjects), be 
added to Schedule 1.” 

The resolution was seconded and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Wrace moved the following alteration vt bye- 
laws 29 and 30 of which he had given notice :—- __ 

99. The Council shall annually elect, at their first 
meeting, an auditor who shall bea chartered account: 
ant, who shall prepare the annual balance sheet, for 
which he shall receive a fee of five guineas. The 
auditor shall be summoned to inspect the accounts of 
the College, prepared by the Treasurer and examined 
by the Finance Committee. : 

30. Allaccounts when passed by the auditor shall 
be signed by him previous to being submitted to the 
annual general meeting.” 

In doing so he said: The alteration in bye-law 29 pro 
vides for only one auditor instead of two. We have 
had two auditors for a good many years, one of whom's 
an Official auditor. I propose to retain him, but not te 
make any further call upon the time of our friend Mr. 
Woodger, who for many years has audited our accounts. 
Then with regard to bye-law 30, the present bye-law 
says “ All accounts when passed by the auditors shall be 
signed by the auditors and laid before the Council pre 
vious to the annual general meeting.” I propose to leave 
out the words “laid before the Council.” acl 
Mr. Fraser: Would that mean an additional fee ‘ 
Mr. Wrace: No, bye law 29 provides that the fee 
shall be five guineas. 

Mr. Stmpson : The object of the alteration is to ow 
the whole of the responsibility on the professioné 
auditor ? 

Mr. Wrace: Yes, he really has the responsibility now. 
Mr. Locke: I beg to second the motion. | 
The motion was then put and carried nnanimous'y. 


VotTE oF THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Major-Gen. THomson : [ beg to move a vote Ja 
to the President for his conduct in the Chair. | ved 
he has acted in a most impartial and most eonsciem nae 
manner under very trying circumstances, an Soo 
ought to accord him cur very heartiest thank* 
(Cheers.) 
Mr. Asson : I have very much pleasure 10 seconding 
that. 
The resolution having been carried by acclamation, 


those who do not want to attend the annual meeting 
can go to the Derby ? 


the President briefly acknowledged the compliment, 4 
the meeting terminated. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 1o 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- | Glanders | Rabies. |. | 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases Sheep! gwine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- Ani- | Out- Ani- Out- | Ani- Out- Out. | 8h hy. 
reaks| mals. |breaks} mals. mals. Dogs. | Other breaks 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended April 11} 22) 27] 13 47 9 45 236 
1907 .. 26 46 14. 47 8 48 292 
Corresponding week in | 19 21 19 36 4 25 
1905 .. 29-83 13 17 148 
_ Total for 15 weeks, 1908 871 508} 3 | il2 241 806 | 591 475 2366 
1907... | 30! 404 265 624 359 571 2062 
Corresponding period in {1906 .. | 295 421 326 =. 620 259 282 1332 
1905 | 317 452 | 347 647 581 | 186 983 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 14, 1908. 
IRELAND. Weekended April4] .. | .. | Jw |. 5 3 
1907 .. 3 
Corresponding Week in { 1906 ..] .. ee 4 is 
Total for 14 weeks, 1908 os ie 3 6 225 45 | 1001 
Corresponding period in 1906 .. 2 2 si F 119 9 | 24 
195 2 9 | 24 1x8 23 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Apri 18, 1908 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Sequel to recent Appeal by R.C.V.S. 


At the Kingston-on-Thames Borough Bench on 


Wednesday before the Mayor (Councillor J. Lambourn) © 


and other magistrates, 
bridge Road, Kingston, was summoned for not being on 
the Register of Veterinary Surgeons and not holding at 


the time of the passing of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, | 


1881, the Veterinary Certificate of the Highland and 
gricultural Society of Scotland, and unlawfully using 


Matthew Collinson, 62 Cam-— 


and takiug in addition a description, to wit: “Canine 


Specialist, Dogs and Cats treated for all diseases,” thus 
Stating he was specially qualified to practise a branch 
— inary surgery, contrary to Section 17 of the said 
_Mr. G. Thatcher appeared for the Royal College of 
ney Surgeons. It would be in the memory of the 

nch, said Mr. Thatcher, that it was a case in’ which 
an unqualified person took the words “ Canine Specialist. 
ro and Cats treated for all diseases,” which the prose- 
t ° Ve ee was an offence under Section 17 of 
surgeons Act, 1881, inasmuch as they 
puted, Aang qualifications. The facts were not dis- 
used "hia defendant had contended that the words 
not bring within the Section. The 

eat on Bench decided against the prosecution at the 
ton! ha but leave to _ being given the College 
court © matter to the ivisional Court, and that 
rap gy sent it back to the local court. He wished 

ake cne point clear. The College did not wish 

and having regard to defendant's 
at the Dred.cireumstances they had asked for no costs 

‘visional Court and asked for none here. 
1/- fine with fighting ney for the principle, and a 
son would satisfy them. Mr. Collin- 
Jection had the notice to which ob- 
fine of 1/- without costs was then imposed. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract trom London Gazette, 
War Orrice, April 10. 


IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 

Lincolnshire.—Vet.-Capt. C. Hartley resigi s his eom- 

mission. Dated March 14. 
Orrice, April 10. 

The King has approved of the following promotions 
among Officers of the Indian Civil Veterinary Depart- 
ment :— 

To be Lieut.-Colonel : Major W. D. Gunn. 
Oct. 22, 1905. 


Dated 


The following officers arrived from India in Transport 
“Rewa” on April 8th :— 

Col. R. Pringle, D.SO.: Lieuts. F. Pail: H. Green 
field: W. A. Jelbart. 

Col. R. Pringle, D.S.O., has joined at Aldershot, and 
taken over the duties of Principal Veterinary Officer 
of that Command. 

Major F. C. Stratton has been transferred from the 
London District to the Curragh, to take up tempor- 
arily the duties of Senior Veterinary Officcr at that 
station. 

The undermentioned officers on return from Foreign 
Service have been posted for duty to Statiovs as below : 

Lieuts. J. R. Steevenson to Chatham: E. 8. Oliver 
to Shorneliffe :; E. J. Wadley to Aldershot. 

Major R. L. Cranford has been granted an extension 
of sick leave for three months, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


™ THE PROPOSED BILL. 
ir, 


I do not doubt that the members of the Council had the 
welfare of the veterinary profession at heart when they 
framed the present proposed Veterinary Surgeons Act, 
nevertheless I am equally fully convinced that, if it should 
in its present form ever become law, it would prove disas- 
trous tothe veterinary profession generally, both from a 
pecuniary point of view and by lowering the status of the 
profession. With your permission, sir, I will give my 
reasons for the foregoing expressions of my opinion. 

If I read the present wording aright, any person can still 
perform operations, give advice, etc., providing there is no 
“fee or reward’? received for so doing ; thus a man can 
operate on his own stock, or even his neighbour can do so 
for him so long as it is done gratuitously, and this being so, 
a way of escape is at once opened for that arch-offender 
agaiast the rights of qualified men, the proprietary medicine 
vendor, because he has only to show that he gives advice 
gratis and gets fee or reward for the medicine only, to free 
himself from all responsibility. 

Again, in respect of minor operations, it is only reason- 
able to expect that the stockowner or his employee would 
perform these rather than pay a qualified man, even at the 
risk of occasionally losing an animal, exactly in the same 
way that they use proprietary medicines now. It is non- 
sense to argue that a practically experienced, unqualified 
‘* castrator ’’ cannot Operate in his particular line as success- 
fully, and therefore as humanely, as any M.R.C.V.S., for 
it isa well-known fact that just the reverse is often the 
case, especially in cases of young, inexperienced but duly 
qualified men 

There is another point which seems to me to be of serious 
importance, but which, so far as I have seen, has not ap- 
peared in any of thecorrespondence. In the event of the 
proposed Bill in its present form becoming law, the obliga- 
tions we should, at least morally and perhaps legally, incur 
in respect of being practically compelled to attend each and 
every surgical case at the client’s time and convenience, 
however trivial or unimportant the case might be, without 
being able to make more than a moderate charge whatever 
the distance we may be called upon to go, or the inconveni- 
ence and loss it might be to ourselves, because it surely 
cannot be assumed that if qualified men only are to perform 
these simple operations and give advice, they will be al- 
lowed to do so at their own pleasure or inclination, and 
make charges out of all proportion to the case from the 
owner's point of view. 

Another matter which occurs to me is, How far would a 
practitioner be responsible to a client? Supposing an 
animal dies after castration, say, or a cow is lost through 
the non-arrival in a reasonable time of the qualified man. Is 
it to be supposed that stockowners will seek no redress in such 
cases when it can be clearly shown that unqualified men have 
repeatedly attended similar cases with quite satisfactory 
results? Or may we not rather expect that stockowners 
would deeply resent any such infringement of their liberties 
and take advantage of any chance that may occur to retaliate 
on the body of men who have, as it will appear to them 
(the stockowners), brought such coercion to bear upon 
them ? 

I am as desirous as anyone of checking ‘“quackery.”’ 
Why not attempt to do so by forbidding any unqualified 
person, be he owner or not, treating cases with powerful 
drugs or irritating preparations, and if he does so in spite 
of warning, bring the Cruelty to Animals Act to bear upon 
him. Compulsory notification of the death of all animals 
over a certain age would I think materially check the indis- 
crimate use of medicines internally, and the useless appli- 
cations of blisters and other pain-producing embrocations, 
etc., externally if the Society for Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals would give attention to these matters; and why 
should they not? There is often very much more cruelty 
exercised by ignorant or unskilled persons pouring unsuitable 
medicines down the throats, or applying irritants externally 
in cases when they can do no good, or where less severe 


remedies would act equally well, than in the paltry cases of 
lameness and slight sores, etc., that they sofrequently take 


up. 
_— I add one word more. Where would a qualified ma 
sink to if struck off the Register? He would not then be, 
Member, nor on Register of ‘‘ Existing Practitioners,’ so, | 
take it, would be quite unable to practise, and what ; 
chance for the kind of treatment of vindictiveness I onc 
experienced at the hands of an old qualified man, who trie! 
the game simply because his former clients were comin: 
to me. “Farr-Pray.” 


Sir, 

I am glad to see that at least one veterinary surgeon has 
the courage to put his convictions into print—with your kin( 
co-operation. 

This gentleman has at least told the profession the candid 
truth on this subject, however distasteful it may be to per 
sons of the stamp of Lucifer.’’ The veterinary profess. 
ion having made the unqualified assistant the profession are 
solely responsible for him, they are now preparing to dis 
card him like a left off coat. Take, for instance, my case. 
From childhood I was brought up by an uncle, a 
M.R.C.V.S., and I am pleased to say a thoroughly practical 
man. He hada splendid practice and I had every oppor. 
tunity of becoming proficient in that practice. At the time 
when I was preparing to enter the College a great financial 
crash brought my father to the ground; my uncle dying 
soon afterwards left ne on the mercy of the world. What 
was I to do. I could not starve, so I obtained a situation 
as assistant, and gave complete satisfaction to my employer. 
But, as M.R.C.V 8. putseit, having ‘‘ends of my own to 
serve,’’ I commenced practice for myself (not in m 
employer's district) aud by dint of sheer hard work and 
practical knowledge I have built up a good practice of m 
own. Now, sir, if this proposed amendment becomes law 
how does it affect me? Ihave a wife and family, a com- 
fortable living, and am not able to follow any other calling. 
By one blow I am rendere* oractically destitute. What is 
to become of my v fe anc ‘y? 

I would like t vhat compensation are the 
veterinary profession «to offer to the men who the 
will ruin We are vy Mr. Garnett that the castr- 


tor will not be interfere, «, only the men who attend the 
ailments of the lower animals. Why the castrator is to be 
preserved and the other man swept away seems to me to be 


rather a one-sided arrangement ae 

If the veterinary profession wish to pass Section 4 in its 
present state the best thing they can do is to compromise 
matters in a honourable way, place the castrator and uv- 
registered practitioner on one Register (if he has say seve? 
years or even ten years practice to his credit), give him 4 
license to practice, charging him two or three guineas, 0! 
even five guineas per annum for the privilege. the privilege 
to be forfeited if not paid for ina month from January Ist 
ofeach year. Now, sir, Iclaim this would be a fair way “! 
treating the matter; there would be no extra competitiol 
than there is at present; it would bring in the College ® 
very substantial sum per annum ; and no further wnquall 
fied men could be manufactured to be turned adrift, and 
the whole of the men now practising would fee! that just 
had been done. 

As Section 4 now stands it will meet with the utmes' 
opposition ; this may be averted by a little tact and gov 
feeling, which will not be promoted by such met © 
“ Lucifer.’’—Yours etc., Practical. 

Several communications are unavoidably ove! 
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